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Annex I

[bookmark: _GoBack]Recommendations of the 6th Meeting of the MEA IKM Steering Committee
I The Law and Environment Ontology (LEO):  An IKM ontology on environmental law and conventions
The Steering Committee:
1. Recommends that MEA Secretariats and observers use the Law Ontology (LEO) as the subject terminology standard for use in metadata and tagging of documents;
2. Encourages MEA Secretariats and observers to disseminate information on LEO to their respective Parties and communities;
3. Recommends that ongoing development of the InforMEA portal should include an automatic classification functionality for LEO terminology
4. Further recommends that governance structure to assist with the ongoing development of LEO should be established during the first quarter of 2016 
5. Agrees that the concept note in support of the next phase of the IKM Initiative include a section on LEO including the development of a shared resource to be used at the MEA Secretariats to better manage their terminology;
6. Recommends the establishment of an intersessional working group with the following terms of reference:
a) Mapping of the business processes required  for use of automatic tagging /concordance software;
b) Selection of software for use in automatic tagging ( procurement by the DELC MEA IKM Team);
c) testing of automatic tagging of selected MEA documents from MEA. MEAs are encouraged to participate in this activity as a high number of participants are required to understand the feasibility of using such software. This activity should be completed with due urgency. The DELC MEA IKM Team  is requested to test the feasibility of using this software with documents harvested through APIs;
d) Checking the validation of the terms used by MEA focal points between beginning of project and 15 December 2015 with the aim to understand the level of accuracy of the LEO; and
e) seeking consensus on a longer term governance structure for LEO, including use of lessons learned from the validation and automatic tagging process.
II The E-Learning Tool – towards an MEA Learning Hub
The Steering Committee supports the further development of the e-learning portal based concept note submitted for its consideration and recommends to: 
1. Continue development of the e-learning platform a central metadata repository of MEA training and learning resources and to seek partnerships with academic institutions.

2. Seek new partnerships with academic institutions and establish an advisory board consisting of representatives from MEAs and academia and research institutions for the development of courses on MEA-related issues, including issues on international environmental governance; and 

3. establish a forum for collaboration with academic partners for presentation and discussion on findings and research on issues related to environmental governance, MEA implementation and International Environmental Law. 
III Technical Interoperability – Improvements to InforMEA
The Steering Committee requests the Technical Working Group to:
1. Explore the use of unique identifiers to be used with different information types;
2. Explore the possible migration of the BRS mobile application for meeting participants to InforMEA in order to allow all MEAs to benefit from this application; 
keeping in mind the need to expose data as widely as possible, 
3. Requests the Technical Working Group to discuss during the intersessional period how the tracking of usage of IKM portals can be enhanced;

4. With regard to Convention text and ratification schemas, the Steering Committee:
a) Agrees that the convention text and ratification schemas are necessary; 
b) requests the Technical Working Group to develop these schemas, taking into account existing legislative schemas such as AKOMA NTOSO; 
c) recommends that each MEA implement these schemas as soon as possible.
5. Document Schema the Steering Committee:
a) Recommends Adoption of the document schema described in Annex I; 
b) requests the Technical Working Group to undertake any revisions and adjustments that may be necessary during implementation;
c) Requests the Technical Working Group to examine how to make these documents available on the InforMEA website, including through a search facility;
d) Recommends that MEAs implement the corresponding API when made available by InforMEA;
e) Requests the InforMEA project to make the documents available on the InforMEA website as recommended by the Technical Working Group;
f) Requests the InforMEA project to expose aggregated documents in a DC format on the InforMEA website;
g) Requests the InforMEA project to explore the possibility of exposing aggregated data in RDF format on the InforMEA website;
6. Law and Environment Ontology, the Steering Committee:

a) Recommends that preferably each MEA exposes its documents tagged with LEO terms;
b) Recommends that MEAs having difficulties in the use of LEO terms expose their documents tagged with their own terms, where relevant, with the understanding that these terms will have a URL and will be mapped to LEO terms through the alignments provided in  VocBench;
c) Recommends that the InforMEA project develop a tool to detect missing mappings;
d) Recommends that the InforMEA project develop a module to synchronize LEO terms from VocBench to Drupal in order to allow MEAs using Drupal as a content management system to directly benefit from LEO, with technical support as needed;
7. Requests the Working Group on Reporting to work with UNEP-WCMC, CMS, CITES and other interested MEAs, to plan the development of a simple case-study on reporting integration on InforMEA, as described in Annex II, and building upon the existing ACP project among others.

8. Requests the Technical Working Group to review the feedback received by MEAs and recommend changes to improve the InforMEA website.
IV  Improving archival of primary source and historical documents at the MEA Secretariats 
With regard to discussions related to the need for cooperation on work related on the organizing, preserving, and providing access to  primary source and historical documents, the Steering Committee requests:
1.  the establishment of a working group  to formulate a project proposal on cooperation to improve archiving at the MEA Secretariats. The proposal should touch on cooperation with United Nations archives and academic libraries.
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